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Living conditions were undoubtedly more comfort-
able in western Spain. The east, more highly industrial-
ized and heavily populated, has a small rainfall, which
makes it an orange- and vine-growing area unsuited
for cereals or grazing. Normally there was an export
of grain and meat from the west to the east, and Madrid
looked to the north-west for its rnilk supplies. The
inevitable food shortage in the east was accentuated
by the mass movement of refugees, which has been one
of the most remarkable features of the war, and by
the difficulties of feeding Madrid, a huge unproductive
city on the very edge of the Republican territory.
The economics of both sides are something of a mystery,
but it is probable that the German and Italian inter-
vention of fully-equipped troops was not the same strain
on the country's resources as the fitting out of an
unarmed militia. The volunteers of the International
Brigade brought little or nothing with them, and had
to be clothed, as well as armed.

Don Antonio Ruiz Vilaplana" throws some interesting
light on certain aspects of life in the insurgent territory,
after the country had been divided into two definite
zones. Although General Franco has been anxious to
initiate-a fascist regime on the Italian model, it is
clear that the revolt was considered as an army rising,
and the officers thought that the administration
should be entirely military. On General Mola's
arrival at Burgos he addressed a meeting of officers
and officials.

*This Government, which will be established either
here or at Pamplona, will, I think, have to be formed,
not only by soldiers, but also by some civilian
elements.*